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STATE OF NEW JERSEY                             
NEW JERSEY STATE LITTLE LEAGUE

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION

MEETING MINUTES 
April 11, 2026
Meeting Conducted at the Forsgate Country Club
Monroe, NJ 08831
Meeting called to order by State Director at 9:05AM.
Attendance Roster attached.  
Sponsor presentations were made by Tammy Hammer (DPH), Adam Kaplan (Kastle Kreations), Ian Goldberg (Pacer Sports), and Brendan Nash (VerticleRaise).
A presentation was also made by Jessica Schoener, representative of the New Jersey Elks who reported on their Challenger program.

Thanks to each of these individuals for their continued support of our organization and Little League in New Jersey.

1.) OPENING REMARKS – Carmine Conti congratulated those umpires from New Jersey who have received Regional and World Series assignments for 2026 as follows:
a. Ed Hastings – District 1 – Europe Africa Baseball and Softball Regionals in Kutno, Poland.

b. Chris VanEerde – District 10 - Little League World Series in Williamsport.

c. Darren Zlasney – District 1 – East Region 50/70 in Dover, DE.
d. Sean Quinn – District 1 – East Region JRBB in Dubois, PA.

e. Matt Meidling – District 1 – East Region JRSB in Wilkes Barre, PA

f. Mike Adamson – East Region SRBB in Bangor, ME

Carmine then reported that the number of Chartered leagues in New Jersey has steadily increased since 2023.  He reminded the DAs to check with their leagues as to the status of those not yet filed.  He also reported that the SAFE plans are due (replaces ASAP) and with the inception of this new program there will be no more State safety clinics.  There are two (2) classes online that are mandatory for the leagues.  The deadline for submission for incentives is May 15, 2026 and that are still grants available for local leagues.  He reminded all that background checks through JDP are still mandatory.  DA elections to be conducted this year for Districts 2, 5, 8, 11, and 20 and that nomination period has started.

2.) FINANCIAL REVIEW – State Treasurer John Casale presented and discussed the state of financial affairs for the State association (report attached) which was unanimously approved after a motion by Cesare Papetti and second by Bill Gore.  John also mentioned the possibility of another site being available for our meetings in Lawrenceville, NJ.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that we would remain at Forsgate due to its central location.  

3.)  SAFETY UPDATE – State Safety Officer Jeff Altman reported that with the new SAFE program there is no need for the State Safety Clinics but he is willing to give a first aid and/or a Safety class to any league/district that requests.  He also reminded all that background checks are still mandatory and urged all to get them done.  To date there is a 59% SAFE submission/approval rate for leagues in New Jersey.
4.)  UMPIRE UPDATE – Warren Kleinsmith gave a brief explanation as to why the Rutgers umpire clinic was cancelled due to an insurance coverage problem and stated that he has rescheduled the clinic for 2027 at Rutgers.  He reminded all that there is an Umpire Tournament Registration Form available for all those umpires who want to be considered for State tournament games – to date there are about 20 submissions.  He and the section umpire consultants will be conducted an umpire’s clinic for all State tournament umpires, prior to tournament season, once they have been identified.  He also stated that he and his staff are designing a standardized State tournament umpire shirt and hat.  It should be noted that the umpire shirts for the Joe Graziano will include that information on the shirt.  He stated that a concern was raised at the umpire’s meeting regarding logistics and conflicts with World Cup games and some State tournaments – specifically those in North Jersey.  After a brief discussion it was concluded that no dates or sites will change. 
5)  CHALLENGER UPDATE – George Stetson reported that he is in contact with all of the Challenger coordinators.  He will be coordinating with Cesare regarding the Challenger game at the State Little League tournament in Cresskill, NJ.  He is also in the process of working on a State Challenger tournament to be held in 2026 – he will contact the DAs with more information. 
6.)  2026 TOURNAMENT SITES – Dave Koehler reviewed the sites for section and state tournament for 2026.  He also reported that two (2) leagues submitted applications for the two year rotation for Little League Softball and 8/9/10 SB State tournaments beginning in 2027/2028.  For Little League Softball a motion was made (Phillips/Edwards) and unanimously approved to award this tournament to East Greenwich LL (District 15).  For 8/9/10 Softball a motion was made (Papetti/Gore) and unanimously approved to award this tournament to Tinton Falls LL (District 19).  He also reminded all that he will be sending out the application for all the state baseball tournaments two year rotation (except 7/8 baseball) which will begin in 2028.
7.)   2026 JOE GRAZIANO STATE LL TOURNAMENT UPDATE – Cesare Papetti reported that all is going well with tournament preparations in Cresskill, NJ.  He reported that the banquet will be held at Biaggio’s Restaurant on Wednesday July 28, 2026.  He will be sending out additional information regarding the tournament and related activities.

8.)  OLD BUSINESS – A discussion was held regarding thee 9/10/11 Softball State tournament.  As a result of the success and participation in last years’ tournament a motion was made (Papetti/Edwards) and unanimously approved to conduct this tournament like all other levels of play with district, sectional and state tournament with each section sending one (1) champion with the location to be identified in the next few weeks – District 12 and 16 have expressed an interest in hosting.  An additional discussion was held regarding the logistics of the inaugural 7/8 Softball State tournament.  After a brief discussion a motion was made (Coates/Phillips) and approved with a 12-1-1 vote to conduct this tournament like all other levels of play with district, sectional and state tournament with each section sending one (1) champion with the location to be identified in the next few weeks.
9.) NEW BUSINESS – Carmine Conti reported that we are in need of a State Softball Coordinator – if anyone has somebody who may be interested please forward the information to him and it will be discussed at the next State Committee meeting.  A brief discussion was held regarding the State Home Run Derby and Carmine reminded all that this has no affiliation with the T-Mobile HR Derby.  These derbies will be conducted at the appropriate State tournaments for baseball and softball.  The rules for the HR derby will be posted on the State website.  
10.)  EAST REGION REPORT – Jason Vereneau represented the East region at this meeting and held a discussion regarding various topics (agenda attached).  Thanks to him for attending. 
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 12 Noon. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Tony Luceri, State Information Officer 
ATTACHMENTS: as stated 
 

